
                                                  

Kirkbymoorside Town Council
Church House 
7 High  Market Place
Kirkbymoorside
YO62 6AT

6th March 2021

Dear Town Councillors,

Your support for the Kirkbymoorside Path for Everyone

Kirkbymoorside Town Council secured £20,000, in 2020, from the AJ1 Road Safety Fund, towards 
installation costs of the Path for Everyone West of our town. It was a partnership bid with Kirkbymoorside 
Environment Group and Ryedale Cycle Forum.   Following this success, Kirkbymoorside Environment 
Group managed to secure a £2000 “Bounce Forward” Lottery Grant from Transitionnetwork.org, to pay for 
the design work which has to be done for any scheme beside a public highway.  

The design work has now been done by GGP Consult Ltd, of Hull.   NYCC Highways Authority cannot do 
design work unless full installation costs have already been secured.  A properly designed and costed scheme
is needed to secure installation costs from any outside funder. The full scheme details have been sent to you 
with this letter. They are marked as “Draft” until NYCC formally approve them.  The attached files include 
many pages of technical chartered surveyor details, so you might choose not to download and print them all! 
The only query outstanding is what kerbs will be approved under new Department for Transport rules.  This 
makes quite a difference to the estimated costs.  We are currently waiting for the official Quantity Surveyor 
cost.    

There are two big ways in which Kirkbymoorside Town Council can now help to progress this scheme to 
installation:- 

1.  Allocation of a bank account for management of financial transactions associated with the project.
As explained previously, Ryedale Cycle Forum don’t have a bank account, and Kirkbymoorside 
Environment Group are restricted to a £5K p/a  turnover by small charity rules. In July 2020 the Town 
Council agreed to work in partnership with Ryedale Cycle Forum to apply for the AJ1 funding to manage the
funds for the project. Fortunately the grant bid was successful and the Town Council are in receipt of 
£20,000 from North Yorkshire Police, Fire & Crime Commissioner. (PFCC)  Additional funding bids, if 
successful, will require independent companies and individuals to make financial contributions to the project 
costs which would only be feasible if there is a designated bank account for this purpose.

2.  Please would consider match-funding the AJ1 grant from the Council's reserve funds?  If you are able to 
contribute £20,000 this would send a very positive signal to local people, to the District and County Council, 
and to the charitable trusts and other potential funding sources that we have already approached.

In the event that demonstration cannot be made that the full project costs will be raised it is likely that the 
funding awarded by the PFCC will be revoked and the £20,000 funding award reversed.



What is/are Paths for Everyone, and why are they so important?
In 2018, Sustrans.org presented a new vision for the UK’s National Cycle Network in their Paths for 
Everyone review.  We have borrowed from the Sustrans definition, with their permission,  and our path 
supports Sustrans aims and is backed by their national research.  Sustrans are working with partners, 
volunteers, supporters and local communities to make a traffic free, accessible, national cycle network for 
everyone a reality.  The main beneficiaries of our path will be local residents, but our scheme also contributes
to a national vision and need. Ryedale Cycle Forum have been working toward Paths for Everyone, between 
Malton - Pickering,  Hovingham – Malton. This path is part of a longer route to join Kirkbymoorside with 
Helmsley, and fits with the Market Towns’ joint strategy to support the tourist economy. 

Paths for Everyone bring in resources to create routes for good reasons, from funders who have varied 
priorities.  Paths are not necessarily physically shared by users along their whole length.  Our path is marked 
to separate cyclists and pedestrians, so they give each other space, using the mantra of “share, respect, 
enjoy”. Many people are naturally considerate, some are more focused on themselves; signs and guidance are
helpful to all.  A traffic-free route may be enjoyed by pedestrians and cyclists of all ages, and may also be 
enjoyed by wheelchair users or horse-riders.  At some times it might be quite busy.  E-bikes sales are also 
growing rapidly, because people can use them to cycle later into life, with fitter partners or for slightly longer
journeys.   

Paths for Everyone are really important for physical and mental health, whether you choose to enjoy them 
alone or in company. Depending on where you live, they can be used for leisure, or as routes to work or to 
school or to the shops, or to visit friends of family, to to take part in local events, or to visit places of interest.
Even if you don’t use them yourself, the availability to others of this “green” travel choice means that there 
will be fewer cars, less congestion, less air pollution and more parking places. 

Paths for Everyone are important opportunities for supporting wildlife. They bring people into contact with 
nature, and provide opportunities for planting, conservation, ecology surveys, photography and art.  They can
include all sorts of habitats for insects, birds, amphibians, stream-life and mammals. 

With only 9 years to go until the 2030 tipping point for international climate change targets, it is vital that we
enable more people to cycle and walk safely, so that we can collectively reduce the carbon footprint of travel.
Travel and transportation currently accounts for 28% of UK carbon emissions. Only by each doing what we 
can to make strong partnerships, to work round the difficulties that have previously held us back, can we 
really “build back greener”, and achieve more active travel, to improve health, support community spirit, 
care for our environment, and meet climate change targets.  This is an opportunity for Kirkbymoorside Town 
Council to play your part.

Yours sincerely,        

Helen Gundry, Kirkbymoorside Environment Group; resident; Ryedale Cycle Forum

4 Tinley Garth, Kirkbymoorside, YO62 6AR  helenspost@msn.com,   07960 160130 
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