
To; Kirkbymoorside Town Council 

From; David Brewer, Rivendell, Swineherd Lane, Kirkbymoorside 

Re; Flood Risk Management 

11th July 2022 

 

Dear Town Council 

 

Thank you for your letter keeping people informed about the efforts of the Town Council to understand the 

frequent flooding of Keldholme and Kirby Mills. Having read through both reports referred to I feel I must 

make a point that there is an issue concerning the frequent flooding of Swineherd Lane as that appears to 

have been overlooked. This is particularly relevant in view of the proposed plans to build houses below 

Swineherd Lane, both now and more in the future. 

 

Each year, sometimes on multiple occasions, the highways drainage system is unable to cope with the sheer 

volume of surface water cascading from the north of Swineherd Lane. The whole area containing Kildare 

Wood and the Old Brickyard, an area of approximately 5.25 hectares, drains entirely onto Swineherd Lane. It 

has nowhere else to go due to the local topography that acts as a giant funnel. The length of Swineherd Lane 

concerned, approx 300m, then drains naturally down to a single point between Rivendell and Throstle House. 

Drains in the road do intercept a proportion of that water. Some goes into the highway drainage system as 

stated (3.4.11 and 7.1.4 in the 2002 report) and all that water is directed to the ditch below Throstle House. 

That ditch is not maintained and has not been in living memory so the resulting vegetation impedes the flow 

of water that does eventually drain slowly and naturally down to Kirby Mills. This is Natural Flood 

Management in action and any plans to widen and deepen this ditch, as currently suggested, would obviously 

speed the flow of water down to Kirby Mills, completely contrary to the Town Council's aim of 'slowing the 

flow'. 

 

However, some of the drains on Swineherd Lane also direct some of the water into Yorkshire Water's 

combined surface water and sewage system. This is not recognised in either report. In very heavy rainfall the 

pressure in that system becomes so great that the manhole cover in my neighbours garden, Woodleigh, is 

pushed off and a mix of sewage and water gushes between our two properties and into the field below. The 

builders of these properties had local knowledge and landscaped both gardens to account for the inevitable 

flooding off Swineherd Lane so fortunately nothing ever enters either property. We have asked Yorkshire 

Water to come and remove any resulting 'debris' in the past, but in reality there is such a large volume of 

surface water, and little evidence of 'solids' that by the time the incident is over it has more or less cleared 

itself. Obviously this situation should not be acceptable in the 21st century. 

 

Despite the fact that there are these two systems draining Swineherd Lane, during heavy and persistent rain 

they are unable to cope with the sheer volume of water and the road between Rivendell and Throstle House 

frequently floods. Fortunately there is a natural overflow provided by the gateway into the field between 

those two properties (see attached photo). The water then percolates down that field and it drains slowly and 

naturally down to Kirby Mills. The bottom of that field does show on recent flood risk maps as liable to 

flooding and this water is part of the reason for that flooding. 

 

It is appreciated that the Town Council is not directly responsible for remedying flooding problems, but in 

view of the work that it has already undertaken could I respectfully request that this additional information is 

passed on to the authorities and agencies concerned . I will of course continue to make my own 

representations to them. 

 

Yours Sincerely     

 

 David Brewer 

 



 
Swineherd Lane overflow between Rivendell and Throstle House 


