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17 November 2022

Clerk to Kirkbymoorside Town Council
Town Hall
Kirkbymoorside
York
YO62 6AY

Dear Lisa

Planning Site 308

Before permission is granted for such a large development I would ask the Councillors to
consider the following:

Although the details are sketchy this is a large area for proposed development. It sits at
the very edge of a National Park, but it is within its visual line. A development of this size,
in this location would swallow up the hamlets of Kirkby Mills and Keldholme, both are
home to buildings of historic interest.

The site is not suitable for development due to the nature of the soil and geology. The site
is on a junction of sandy loam and clay soils which is unstable once cleared of vegetation.
(See Manor Woods development issues). Currently the vegetation allows for the land to
act as a natural soak away allowing the land to take up some of the water that naturally
falls and drains into the area from above.

There are also a string of winter bourne natural springs running from the west of Manor
Woods to the east of Keldholme

It is interesting, and pertinent to note that there is a levee to the north of the site directing
water from the land to the north down towards the River Dove to the east of the site. The
very nature of this land drain and embankment shows that there is already a recognised
risk of flooding to the properties in Keldholme, and to this area. Action has already been
taken to reduce this risk. The development of this site will reduce the natural soak away
effect of the land and its natural flood defence mechanism, and increase the rate and the
volume of water that will enter the River Dove. More water will enter the River Dove in a
shorter space of time.

The rainfall in February alone caused significant flooding to the road in front of Weirside
Cottages which was not initially caused by an increase in the height of the river. The water
was seen to be running off the proposed site by the ambulance station and flooding the
road.

This will place Kirkby Mills and Keldholme at a greater risk of flooding. The run off from the
road infrastructure would also have a significant polluting effect to the River Dove, both
during  construction  and  afterwards,  at  a  place  where  Lampreys,  already  a  protected



species, are known to breed. The current issues with sewage pollution to this area are a
matter of record.

In the current climate it is unlikely that Yorkshire Water will put new sewage and pipe work
in place to manage these site issues and in the past 18 months there have been serious
issues with  the removal  of  waste water  from the area around the Ambulance Station,
necessitating the use of tankers, as well as localised flooding.

I am sure the Town Council will raise the matters of the local infrastructure, schools and
medical services which are struggling to meet the needs of the current population but it
may not be aware of the erosion of NHS services to residents north of the Howardian Hills
and particularly this region, that are already taking place. The withdrawal of services has
been drawn to the attention of the local MP and is awaiting a response from the Health
Department. (Copy attached)

Yours sincerely

Mrs M Morgan


