
Kirkbymoorside Town Council 

Information for the meeting on Monday 19 June 2023 

 

11. To receive correspondence from Ryedale Open Studios and consider the contribution of up 

to £800 to facilitate the Kirkbymoorside Art Club 
 
Dear Town Council, 
 
There is an exciting & new initiative for young people recently established in Kirkbymoorside, which 
needs funding in order to continue.  
 
Art Club is part of Vault Arts in Kirkby. Vault Arts is now going into our third year of 
organising/running & funding Ryedale Open Studios - below is a summary of 3 months worth of bank 
statements. We do not have audited accounts as we are a micro entity & that isn’t required. 
However we are a not for profit organisation CIC, please see below recent Confirmation Statement 
filed with Companies House.  
 
As Ryedale Open Studios grows and continues to excel (we have more artists than ever before 
signed up for 2023, with many new & graduate artists, which is fantastic) we want to start to build a 
legacy and have positive community impact.  
 
Art Club is a weekly 2 hour workshop that offers a safe creative space for 13-16 year olds. The 
workshops are led by professional artists, all facilitators are DBS cleared.  
 
We secured a £250 grant from Ryedale Lions to get Art Club off the ground, the weekly breakdown 
of costs is as follows:  
 
Studio space for 8  £30 
Artist fee.   £50 
Materials.  £20 

£100 
          
We ask each young person to pay £5 per session, we have had an average of 4 young people, 
bringing us an income of £20 per week, leaving funding to cover the remaining £80.  
 
There is no other service for young people in Kirkby and we have already established links with local 
neighbourhood police and Ryedale School Art Department, who are fully supportive of this service. If 
we can stem the rise of antisocial behaviour in Kirkby by offering an affordable, engaging & safe 
space, then all the better.  
 
The initial funding had allowed us to test the viability of Art Club & review its need and the results 
have been fantastic & we invite you to visit and observe any of the sessions. Not only do the young 
people have a creative environment in which to thrive and grow, they are developing transferable 
life skills, including time management, project development, self confidence & communication skills. 
There is nothing like this for the community for 13-16 in Kirkby.  
 
The current funding means we can run Art Club until 19th June 2023.  
 
Creative skills support mental health & wellbeing and the benefits of the arts in this area is well 
documented. The pandemic has had a significant impact on limiting the experiences of all young 



people, and although we live in a beautiful rural area, this can be limiting by restricting the 
experiences that are available without travel. 
 
Art club offers an affordable opportunity for artistic & creative workshops for young people in a time 
of significant financial hardship.  
 
We would be grateful for any financial contribution you were able to make. However a contribution 
of at least £800 would allow for Art Club to continue for 10 weeks, over the summer period. 
 
We have applied for longer term funding from the NYCC prosperity fund, however we have been 
informed there is a backlog in processing applications.  
 
If you require any further information please do not hesitate to contact us.  
 
Kirsty Kirk  
Layla Khoo 
Charlotte Dennison  

 
 



 
 


