
Minutes of the Manor Vale Management Committee Meeting held at 
Manor Close Community Centre on Friday 18 February 2011 at 9.30am

Present: Councillor G De Barr (Chairman), Councillor M Brampton, Councillor J 
Cossins, District Councillor D Cussons, Mr D Davies, Mr T Denny, Mr G Plant and Mr M 
Simpson 
Also Present: 3 members of the public and the Assistant to the Town Clerk, Mrs C Eve.

25       The Committee received apologies from Mr J Clayton and Mr J El-Sharif.

26       The Committee approved the Minutes of the Manor Vale Management 
Committee held on the 4 February 2011 with the following amendment to item 17b: “The 
Committee resolved to authorise Mr D Davies, Mr J El-Sharif, Mr G Plant and Mr J 
Clayton to begin some clearance work in Manor Vale.” Councillor Brampton requested 
that all votes be recorded. Councillor Brampton voted against this amendment and 
Councillors Cossins, Cussins and De Barr, Mr Davies, Mr Denny, Mr Plant and Mr 
Simpson voted for this amendment. Mr Davies requested that ‘Catchment’ be inserted 
before Sensitive Farming Advisor on item 21a. The Committee also requested that the 
Town Clerk provide information regarding insurance for volunteers.
 
27       Matters arising:
The Committee received a copy of the SINC monitoring Survey from Louise Moss and 
noted that there has been an initial cut to the knotweed. The Assistant to the Town 
Clerk will ascertain whether or not this included treatment to knotweed on the golf 
course. A copy of the species list will be made available to all committee members.
28       Mr Davies declared an interest as a contractor.

29       There were no members of the public wishing to speak.

30       Flooding: The committee received the following updates and noted the possible 
works in Manor Vale

• District Councillor Cussins said that he had been informed that the survey team 
would be in Manor Vale this week.

Standing Orders were suspended in order to allow Mr Holt to speak to this agenda item. 
Mr Holt told the Committee that he had spent 2 days at a DEFRA arranged meeting for 
farmers and that he is working with Mr Mark Young, Flood Management Officer 
regarding the flooding problem. He made the following points:

• There was an enormous amount of water at the top of Manor Vale during the 
flooding and not enough soil to absorb which resulted in the subsequent flooding.

• When the water builds up at the top of Manor Vale, the front of the floodwater is 
travelling a lot faster and causes the problems. Perhaps by installing some kind 
of leaking damn, this would allow some water to constantly flow through. The 
Flood Management Officer is looking into this proposal.  

• On the Gillamoor Road, at the bottom of Manor Vale, some alterations have 
meant that the road now has a larger dip and is below the flood line. One side of 
the road in Manor Vale is higher than the other side which means there is a flood 
risk to the properties on the eastern side of the road.

Mr Bancroft said that water comes down from the golf course too, carrying debris with it. 
The debris gets stuck and the water pools by the drains.
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Standing Orders were reinstated.
District Councillor Cussins said that there used to be little gutters by the speed bumps 
but they probably need digging out. He will ask Mr Denny at Yorkshire Water about the 
state of the drains.
The Chairman thanked Mr Holt for his continued support over flooding problems in 
Manor Vale.  
The Chairman proposed to move to agenda item 8 in order to continue the discussion 
on flooding in Manor Vale.

31       The Committee resolved to wait until a report has come from the Flood 
Management Officer before deciding on the planting of a hedge at the northern edge of 
Manor Vale, to replace the damaged fence.
District Councillor Cussins left the meeting after this agenda item.
32        Tree planted in recognition of contribution by Mr D Smith F.R.E.S.

a) The Committee resolved to provide a plaque. The wording of the plaque 
will be decided once the Clerk has established how long Mr Smith was on 
the Committee for and the plaque will be in keeping with the natural 
environment.

b) The Committee resolved to spend no more than £120 on the plaque and 
post. Mr Plant said that he could help with a post for the plaque.

c) The Committee resolved to delegate the purchase of the plaque to the 
Town Clerk. 

33       The Committee noted that the map has been removed from the Management 
Plan on the Town Council website and the 1999 Management Plan has been uploaded.

  
34      The Committee noted that quotations have been requested for work to be done 
at Finch’s Fork. 
35      The Committee noted that Mr D Bayes, Bayes Tree Services, has been asked to 
remove the crown of the tree which was marked on the site visit. However, this work 
has not yet been done due to his advice concerning felling. 
36      The Committee resolved not to authorise named members to update the 
Management Plan at present and to use the next Committee meeting to update the 
Plan. The Assistant to the Town Clerk will ensure that every member has a copy of the 
plan before the next meeting.
37       The Committee noted that unfortunately the wood chippings on the NYCC hard 
standing have not been removed yet but the Scouts intend to do so in the next week.
38      The Committee resolved to use the next meeting to discuss the Management 
Plan.
39       The Committee noted the date of the next meeting:

6 May 2011 9.30am    Manor Close Community Centre

   

…………………………………

Chairman     
   20 May 2011
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