
KIRKBYMOORSIDE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

Minutes of the meeting held at 7.30 pm on 14 April 2010
at the Memorial Hall, Kirkbymoorside

38 electors were present, 1 member of the press & 2 non parishioners.

1. Welcome

The meeting was chaired by Councillor Joe Coughlan, Town Mayor, who welcomed everyone. He 
also introduced Mr Bill Cross from Rural Action Yorkshire who came to give a short presentation. 

2. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 28 April 2009 were signed by the Chairman as a correct 
record.

3. Presentation from the Chief Executive of Rural Action Yorkshire

Mr Bill Cross spoke on how Town Councils can take part in a scheme that offers help with 
participatory budgeting. He used Eastfield as an example of a Town Council that has successfully 
used this model of allowing the public the chance to participate in the decision making process of 
how the budget is set. Mr Cross said that it is viewed by Councils as a way of involving members 
of the community. There is some funding available for Councils who try this scheme and should 
there be further questions, contact with the National Participatory Budgeting Unit could be sought.  

4. Chairman’s Report

The Chairman gave his report on his year as Town Mayor and made comments on the following:
• Apologies from Val Arnold, District & County Councillor.
• There will be more housing in Kirkbymoorside and a quota for 150 houses has been set by the 

government.
• The Town Council has a grant budget of £5,750 with which it supports local groups. 
• The Town Council is consulted on many projects and this will continue to increase.
• Youth Council to be set up as planned.
• Local Development Framework Consultation by RDC had short deadlines.
• NYCC have now vacated the old library and moved over to Church House.  Invitations  to 

tender  for  the  conversion  of  The  Old  Library  have  gone  out  and  there  will  be  further 
discussions about a Fire Exit.

• Two Councillors resigned last year and there is currently a vacancy on the Council. 
• Some thought needs to go into considering how the Town Council encourages the community 

to exercise its voice more effectively.

4. Issues and Concerns

Dog Fouling 
A member of the public shared concerns about dog fouling around Kirkbymoorside which she felt 
had increased, particularly in certain areas. Fines can only be given within the 30mph area which 
doesn’t cover the boundaries of town. More bins and signs were requested. 



Youth Group
A Youth Club did once take place in the Dug Out in Kirkbymoorside but has since lapsed. There 
was a request that another be started for 14-18 year olds, perhaps as a Youth Café if a suitable 
venue could be found.  There may be funding available from NY Youth and if a committee can be 
established, they could look at the feasibility of a Youth Club. 

Spoil Heap in Town Cemetery
The debris from digging graves in the Town Cemetery has not been removed as the planned. More 
quotes are being sought and the removal of the rocks and stones should happen in the next few 
weeks.     

Change of use of Russell’s Yard
A concern was raised about Russell’s Yard being changed from Employment Land to Residential 
and the conditions with regard to Youth Premises.

Grit Boxes
A member of the public asked about having a grit box in Waind’s Field. It was explained that this 
is decided by NYCC Highways.

5. Reports from Voluntary Organisations

a. Low Carbon Building Project

A member of the Kirkbymoorside Environment Group (KEG) spoke about a project to replace 
the old canteen in front of the Primary School with a Low Carbon Building. NYCC have 
offered to match funding and the group can apply for a lease. The group will need help in 
fundraising. The Scouts, Playgroup and Kids’ Club groups would all be interested in using this 
facility. The Chairman asked if any funds are available for this sort of project. 

b. In Bloom Group

Cllr De Barr thanked the community as a whole for the preparation of the town for Spring 
Judging Day (today). Volunteers have been working hard clearing up litter and planting. The 
group has been working with the school, KEG, local businesses and young people. 

6. Additional Issues and Concerns

A member of the public raised concerns over the recent increase in rates. The Chairman said that 
such an increase was necessary in order to maintain current services for the community. All 
Councillors are present when the budget is set and the Town Council were struggling to meet 
statutory duties and therefore would have been negligent not to have raised the precept.   

The meeting closed at 9.06 pm.

……………………………
Chairman
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