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(‘no schemes’), and are used to understand the barriers and considerations behind such decisions.
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The most frequently mentioned barrier was ‘l funding and staffing resources’, for design, 
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(% saying ‘good idea’ % saying ‘bad idea’) 
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The nature of the roads where the limits have been introduced means that lower speeds were already ‘self
enforced’.  Reducing the speed limit to 20mph has helped reinforce this process.  There are now 
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1.1mph on ‘important local 
roads’ On ‘minor local roads’ the median speed was already 

% saying ‘good idea’ in

‘minor local roads’, ‘important local roads’, and ‘major strategic roads’ using TomTom’s 
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and cycling; and for many drivers’ time constraints, journey distance, 
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59% of those responding to the cyclists’ online survey said that keeping the traffic below 20mph means that 
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These ‘core schemes’ 

(‘no schemes’), and 

similar characteristics to the ‘core schemes’; an

Summary of ‘core’ case study schemes 

Predominantly residential schemes –

Predominantly residential scheme –
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Department for Transport’s Circular 01/2013 (Setting Local Speed Limits), and identified evidence gaps.  
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statistical reliability.  The term “significant” is only used in this report when referring to 



–

s

�

�

–



–

“be part of a package of other measures to 

needs of all road users and raise the drivers’ awareness of their environment, together with education, driver 
information, training and publicity” … “

highest level of compliance and safety for other road users”
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advocates a ‘safe system’ of road design and speed limits 
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‘a safe speed on roads with possible
cyclists or other vulnerable road users is 30kmh/20mph’

� is Member’s B
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� ) supports “the introduction of 20mph limits 
riding road safety case”, but states that “the mobility and productivity needs of 

road users must also be taken into account”
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the health sector.  In one case the local authority’s health and 

s



cited most often was ‘early engagemen
in from stakeholders’ barrier most frequently mentioned was ‘limited funding and staffing 

resources’.
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In the case of one of the ‘no scheme’ 
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In the case of one of the ‘no schemes’ the local authority’s
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part of DfT’s 
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Council adopted a ‘consultation first’ approach to scheme design 
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‘own’ the 20mph campaign at a local level, who would understand where 

highlighted the campaign’s purpose. These activities sought to develop a 
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� a mock trial of a speeding driver with the lower house of the School’s Parliament, involving the Council 
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and watch a video explaining the differences of travelling at 20mph rather than 30mph; and a ‘Kids Court’, 

the local authority’s L

�

�

�

�

�

–



f Transport for London’s Healthy Streets Approach, which has been integrated into all 
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� the use of local ‘influencers’ or champions who own the campaign at a local level and are able to quickly 
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forgotten post implementation.  Evidence from the residents’ questionnaires shows that only 29% could 
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(% saying ‘good idea’ % saying ‘bad idea’) 

resident drivers (72% and 69% respectively) agreed that ‘the 20mph limit makes it 
more acceptable to drive at a lower speed’.  However, there is some evidence of driver frustration with 

resident drivers agreed that ‘it is 
safer to drive on these streets / in this area’.

% saying ‘good idea’ increased from 71% to 75%.
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data for every single vehicle passing the detection point, and more accurately represent ‘free flow speed’ if 
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‘minor local road’ with a before 

introduced means that lower speeds were already ‘self
enforced’.  Reducing the speed limit to 20mph has helped reinforce this process.  There are now slightly 

Case study roads have been classified using TomTom’s Functional Road Classes, which provides a good proxy for the size and 
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‘Major strategic roads’ are m
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� higher on ‘minor local roads’, compared with ‘important local roads’

with the highest compliance are all located on ‘minor local roads’ and have environments which are likely to 

o ‘squeeze’ passed parked vehicles and do not feel that they have sufficient 
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Characteristics associated with poor 
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‘important local roads’ (where the median speed dropped by 1.1mph); while on ‘minor local roads’, which 
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When the speed limit was 30mph (i.e, during the ‘before’ period, represented by the solid lines), a higher percentage of 

lementation of the 20mph limit (i.e, during the ‘after’ period, represented by the dashed lines), a higher percentage of 



o the case study areas.  
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DfT’s 

�

) Average speed on local ‘A’ roads: monthly and annual averages (Table CGN0501) –
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Limited data was available regarding the effectiveness of 20mph limits over time.  While the findings can’t be 
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schemes, enabling long term analysis to be undertaken, comparing outcomes one year and seven years’ 
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For all categories of road, the ‘after’ curve is to the left of the ‘before’ curve, indicating a lowering of speeds.
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“the 20mph limit makes it more 
acceptable to drive at a lower speed”
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“speed limits should be evidence

compliance.” “there should be 

been explicitly agreed”.

or others did or didn’t abide 
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pressures on police resources, and because those who do exceed the limit aren’t doing so excessively.  
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that cycle safety improvements attract 
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� Sanders (2013) shows that ‘near miss’ incidents are a key factor shaping cyclists’ perceptions of risk and 
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yclists 



– ‘personal injury collision’ (referred to here as a ‘collision’) is an incident involving personal 
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In order to estimate the ‘intervention effect’, a generalised linear model

study however limited or extensive.  The ‘before’ data covers 5 years and leaves a gap of one year prior to 

to implementation.  The ‘after’ data covers between 17 and 44 months, depending on the case study in 

To understand more about the nature of collisions in 20mph limit areas, DfT’s Contributory Factors Database 
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Characteristics of ‘before’ collisions – ‘before’ period, 
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the ‘minor local road category’, representing over 90% of road length 

‘important strategic roads’ and ‘important local roads’



trend.  Repeating the analysis in a couple of years’ time, when more case study data is available may (or 
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centre and adjacent residential area’ schemes.  Both case study areas contain a higher proportion of major 



cyclists and under 16s, at this time.   
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‘major strategic roads’, but is unlikely to be the key driver of change.  On 
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e reduction in collisions on ‘major strategic roads’, but is 



‘important local roads’ and ‘minor local roads’.

Wider evidence on signed only schemes is limited, and tends to be based on short periods of ‘after’ data.  In 

pedestrians complacent or drivers frustrated, resulting in an increase in ‘failed to look properly’ incidents or 
frequency of ‘careless/reckless’ behaviour.
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; a reflection of the case study 



properly, and Failed to judge other person’s speed) 

categorised as ‘Careless / reckless / in a hurry’.
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(97%) ‘about the same’ amount as before the 20mph limit was introduced.  

59% of those responding to the cyclists’ online survey said that keeping the traffic below 20mph means that 

including recognition of the benefits of changing behaviour and perception that it’s the right thing to do from a 
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Since the 20mph limit was
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speed limit on this street has
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How has Circular 01/2013 been implemented?



residential frontages.  In some of these locations, the road’s 
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lower speeds were already ‘self enforced’.  Reducing the speed limit to 
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on ‘important 
local roads’
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been implemented are naturally ‘self ’ where drivers ‘instinctively’ drive more slo

‘minor local roads’, ‘important local roads’, and ‘major strategic roads’ using TomTom’s 

E.g. Burns A, et al. (2001), Atkins (201
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